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Mi*. Abby % an 
15^22 Meadow gabs Hoad 
raclao, Calif. 91316 

Deal* Kr. t %nas 

I have boon lxifor&se d that you have completed a documentary on the JFK. 
assassination and are preparing another on the King assays irwttion, in 
association with Mark lane, Don Freed and others. 

mere is a popular ssyfchci *gy, popular swr^ plagiarists and other 
kind? ef literary thieves, that once nonfiction 1 ? published it bo- 
sosos their property. This he®, in fact, be com the practice of the 
glib omn to when original, honest work is foreign and solf-proaetion 
is an end unto itsslf. - 1 th repetition th?s*e sick and amoral people 
soao to boliove they actually did the work they steal. They also 
cqks to b-slieve thasa alvss ml exports when they are not, axeapt in 
their ?<slf-promtioR» . 

Obviously, until it 1 # out I have no way of know inf the content of 
your film, as I also have no way of knowing what you will include in 
that os Use ting assassination* I do know that it is sometime naaas— 
sary to deal on a basis of trust, especially if ona eomes to believ « 
those self -promotions without knowing whether or sot there is a fac- 
tual basis for the®. I can also ass usa you f sit you had raauo a to 
impart trust. 

However, what trouble* me about a limitless willingness to aacunc only 
^ood faith on your part and that, if there Is dishonesty in your .re- 
daction, it is all innocent is a simple facts It l* not possible to 
consult any standard research source or any good library without know- 
ing that, beginning with the very first book on the barren Coaoission, 
I have published ssara than anyone else on this subject and have fii*g 
®)or# Fraadoa of Information roouaat® and 1 assaults on it than anyone 
also if not all others usaabiaea . let you have not been in fcouofe with 

v*hati?vsr your Inpraaelon of the»c mj fe* or whatever you aey have been 
told about them by thews elves and others, from yy personal experience 
you are dealing with a long- time crook a ao a wools -be crook if ha has 
nob succeeded with others, plus an odd bag hanging onto fefem *Mls 
nibbling away at the work of others. 

3rSy personal axpertoaoa is ax tens ive and is abundantly supported by 
avldanoa. I will give you two examples. 

^ ago-aiok lama, idso has com to believe ho owns the subject of tbs 
JFK assassination whan from the first ha ho s been *a nainaied disaster 
in it except to Hteself, has stolen wy vork when h® could have dupli- 
es tad it had ha not also boon lacy, ifcen, unable to edait to himself 
that others have « out what ha was unable to do, fee actually invented 
fake footnotes to nonexistent source* for It. 4*i!e tab la anything 
but a unique case, it is a good ©no because ho is also a wretchedly 
ungrateful nan whose a Salmons of the head driven hi® to the irrational. 
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Mover fcto kind of rascal to really is, 1 gave !da & ,.ashln.?- 

ton TV show I had scheduled. Also because X to 1 lav © all Psspeasibla 
work in the field of ay interests should receive attention, I »as 
responsible for his 31 bison’ a Pis cent being plugged ©a « widely- 
syndicated book-ato -author show of 'a' " friend of stints. All of this 
before I read that Monument to sickest narcissism. Sxeepfc as a 
measure of the man and his ethics and as ©as of tha major assists 
of that paiod to the many federal miscreants, this is of ao real 
consequence. With oons id arable misrepresentation - and on ay &m 
sfhoa &M to my f»«s - Hark represented ay work as his own. That, 
after I had read his apotheosis of personal dishonesty in 01tlse» w s 
Dissent , ms a bit too such, so I let his have it, than aJS~tScrc7 
on the air. Ha uaaselsd aa4 pled a "printer^ error ’. Oct the feisas 
out for a commercial, he said he would punch my nos® after the show. 
Despite the diffcroace in our ages, I invited his not to wait. X 
have the studio tape. And ssy todaaagcd nose . 

lane said that thin sprinter's error ’ would ho corrected la subs©* 
-quent prints. X have tbs reprint; and because it was not t* printer 1 ® 
error but was Lane in Ms natural crookedness it m» not ‘corrected.’’ 
»o correct that book is -to junk it. 

i’his sand todsaeuthiag as ho travels srs the real Lane . 

Tim? last tins I received a report that to had threatened to sue m 
•#h»n X was truthful in response to questions about him, I wrote his 
& certified letter in which X said febfcfc if what was reported was not 
eao-ugh basis for suit then ha could use what i then wrote. Asms if 
that war# wot enough, 1*^ give Mu wore* B© hat net responded. 

2t will bo Ms west desperate mo»nt if to ever 3om. This is tragic 
because to is able. .Always on tto right *i3s on questions of princi- 
ple, aaver ua® elf Ishly and frequently without personal principle. 

X have done fcto only book not in accord with tto official mythology 
on cto King asaaaainatlassu Freed dickered with ma over a Ions period 
of time in whbh to told pi« in the sky until I coked for specifies. 
’Iton £ got glittering gotoralitioa until to had to put scaa thing on 

paper. In any formulation * and I have thaw all * It is meaningless 
and there is no response to my request for meaningful as surancac . 

ISasraaffear Freed, also using others, bo pan to try to duplicate wh*b 
to could not steal by contract* ■ - 

X think you can utoioratato with each of us on a different coact X do 
have? records. X also have a scrips of reports from dependable people 
of fctoae efforts to steal. Some people associated with ftpaas on this 
arc pretty far-out. I am not unfamiliar with either their records or 
fctoir writings, a ocas of it pretty reprehensible. 

Because of a rcoaaS. quite litoral steeling X have tod to toko in- 
quiries about what protection® and resssdias may to available. X have 
in this way learned that plagiarism is tot tha only actionable offense. 

Perhaps you have cossaitted no offence. The prior records of such 
project® and of your reported associates do not encourage faith la 
tto probability, and you are tot an expert on either subject, as re- 
markably few are. So you also may have no way of knowing. 
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Hovevor, because your filsa has not yat been Issued, I suggest the 
course of caution jmd fairness - to you, your baekdra, your Insurers 
and others ©f wheat I a to one - requires that you assure yourself while 
tharo rcssslna tim,. One mans is by sanding so & copy of the script 
or a tape of the sound- track# If you want further judgasata, there 
sm two cells go professors I son roeosssead , non who are affiliated 
with no group. I would also strongly raoossaend a brilliant young law 
student who has written his own excellent book and is one of” ths few 
authentic experts, as distinguished frost the synthetics ©rooted by 
their own, self -prosso t loan « 

On the £in& assassination, 1 hare a new work largely -coespletod* rh * 
damage to as© froa the unauthorised use of any of ay work will net, 
therefor®, ha lJjgf$ed to what can be den® to ny earlier work, 

I a® auero of the oil that has poured- orsr and Masked son® of these 
forked tongues. fhsro is nothin.; further £ can now do, particularly 
fr cKj so groat a distasae#. I do toll you that the lost tlm I ssado 
a joint tKpoorwsoo **i*h Jterfc his lice ware so outrageous I had to 
ask hits why ho Hess and pretends Knowledge he doss not have, why he 
fabricates whan tbs* truth would ssste hit point auch batter, "She not 
result of what h» do©» serves the Seyartsteata of his inf ora* 6 las • 

If it is?- outa id« your experiaaca, then t tall you the gfooteries b 1 1 
do Shis kind of fchihg. ?ae©utlr« Action, is cribbed fj© « one such 
product, certainly from tho ?wa« acuntorpsrfc of the CIA, nm€n s 
possibly else .fro® t6» SXA* Ujmm kinds of aseoes-ses do not »s©rv® 
prineipls, do not inform people bus sgUlead ta ®-.-5 and do destroy all 
credibility. Ihese without concern for credibility art* without ~~”‘~ 
eonoertt for tsbe#e cooscouanees of what they do, 

I h&m heard ©therwia© of you, that you do hauo sir, core ©oaaerm. 

I hope fcisie *ad «r«afca prdua this to- be trtw, 

Moaoroly, 


Harold Vaisberg 



